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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 988 is legislation 

introduced by Representative KEN CAL-
VERT to designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 
5757 Tilton Avenue in Riverside, Cali-
fornia, as the Lieutenant Todd Jason 
Bryant Post Office. 

On October 31, 2003, somewhere in the 
Iraqi desert between Fallujah and 
Baghdad, First Lieutenant Todd Jason 
Bryant was killed when his Humvee 
was struck head-on by a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade. His life was taken in-
stantly at age 23. He was assigned to C 
Company, 1–34 AR where he assumed 
duties as platoon leader, 3rd Platoon. 

b 1415 

First Lieutenant Todd Bryant re-
ceived the Bronze Star, the Purple 
Heart, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
the National Defense Service Medal, 
and the Army Service Ribbon for his 
distinguished service to his country. 

First Lieutenant Todd Bryant is sur-
vived by his wife, Jenifer, his parents, 
Larry and Linda Bryant, his brother, 
Major Timothy Bryant, USMC, and his 
sister, Tiffany Bryant. 

The memory of this jovial fun-loving 
man will live on forever through his 
family and friends. Jenifer Bryant said, 
‘‘There was a lot more to him than just 
a soldier. He was my best friend. His 
goal in life was to make people think 
that he was the most hilarious man 
alive.’’ 

I support H.R. 988 and urge its pas-
sage. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Lieutenant Todd Jason Bryant was a 
proud and loyal American who served 
his country in fighting the war on ter-
ror. He made the ultimate sacrifice, de-
fending freedom and liberty, when he 
lost his life on October 31, 2003, in Iraq. 

Todd Jason Bryant was born in Long 
Beach, California, on January 14, 1980. 
As a young student, he was very ath-
letic and always involved in school ac-
tivities. During high school, he played 
football and golf, and also played the 
tuba in the marching band. He was the 
youngest of three and was determined 
to follow in his siblings’ path by enlist-
ing in the military. 

At 17, he joined the Army Reserves 
and completed boot camp before grad-
uating from high school. He received 
his nomination to West Point Academy 
from the sponsor of this bill, Congress-
man KEN CALVERT. He graduated from 
West Point in 2003 with a degree in po-
litical science. He had said before his 
death that he dreamed of being either a 
Member of Congress or a high school 
football coach. 

His military training took him to in-
stallations in Kentucky and Kansas. 

Only 9 days before Lieutenant Bryant 
was sent to support Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in 2003, he happily wed Jenifer 
Reardon in Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

On Friday, October 31, 2003, at the 
age of 23, Lieutenant Bryant was killed 
when a rocket-propelled grenade 
struck his Humvee while on patrol in 
Fallujah. Lieutenant Todd Bryant was 
an ambitious man who was able to ac-
complish much in his short but mean-
ingful lifetime. Among his military 
awards are the Bronze Star, Purple 
Heart, Meritorious Service Medal, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal and the 
Army Service Ribbon. 

Lieutenant Bryant will always be re-
membered as a fun-loving, humorous, 
cheerful, proud and loyal friend, hus-
band, son and brother. He brought joy 
to all those around him, easily making 
friends through his contagious laugh-
ter. 

Lieutenant Bryant was honored to 
serve his country, and he served it 
well. Let us honor his ultimate sac-
rifice by renaming this post office for 
him. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, as the author 
of H.R. 988, I rise today to pay tribute to First 
Lieutenant Todd Bryant. The legislation would 
designate a post office in my district as the 
‘‘Lieutenant Todd Bryant Post Office.’’ Todd 
was born on January 14, 1980, in Long 
Beach, California. Todd came from a military 
family and his desire and determination to join 
the military was nothing short of resolute. He 
enlisted in the Army Reserve and completed 
Basic Training at Fort Sill, Oklahoma before 
his senior year of high school. 

In the fall of 1997, Todd came to my office 
seeking a nomination to the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point and the following 
March, Todd accepted an Appointment to 
West Point. I was proud to nominate this am-
bitious young man who I knew would distin-
guish himself throughout his military service, 
just as he had done throughout his whole life. 

Todd interned in my district office before his 
senior year at West Point and graduated with 
a degree in Political Science on June 1, 2002. 
He would often joke that he was going to run 
for my congressional seat some day—I have 
no doubt he would have succeeded. After 
graduation, Todd attended the Armor Officer’s 
Basic Course at Fort Knox, Kentucky, grad-
uating in December 2002. 

On August 30, 2003, Todd and Jenifer 
Reardon were married in Pennsylvania, 9 
days before shipping out with his unit in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. On Friday, 
October 31, 2003, Todd was killed by an im-
provised explosive device as his Humvee trav-
eled on a road between Fallujah and Bagh-
dad. He was 23 years old. 

I ask you to support H.R. 988 to honor the 
service and sacrifice of Lieutenant Bryant. The 
naming of the post office in Rubidoux would 
be a fitting tribute to him, and the sacrifice of 
his wife and loving family. First Lieutenant Bry-
ant was a true patriot and a brave young man, 
and our community feels his loss immensely. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 988. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF FINANCIAL LITERACY 
MONTH 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 273) supporting the 
goals and ideals of Financial Literacy 
Month, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 273 

Whereas personal financial literacy is es-
sential to ensure that individuals are pre-
pared to manage money, credit, and debt, 
and become responsible workers, heads of 
households, investors, entrepreneurs, busi-
ness leaders, and citizens; 

Whereas personal financial management 
skills and lifelong habits develop during 
childhood; 

Whereas a study completed in 2006 by the 
Jump$tart Coalition for Personal Financial 
Literacy found that high school seniors 
know less about principles of basic personal 
finance than did high school seniors 7 years 
earlier, and the average scores in both years 
were failing grades; 

Whereas in recent years, the Congress, 
State legislatures and Governors around the 
country have increasingly recognized the im-
portance and effectiveness of financial edu-
cation, and, as a result, an increasing num-
ber of States now require financial education 
during high school, including Alabama, 
Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Missouri, New York, North Caro-
lina, Ohio, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Vir-
ginia, and West Virginia; 

Whereas 55 percent of college students ac-
quire their first credit card during their first 
year in college, and 92 percent of college stu-
dents acquire at least 1 credit card by their 
second year in college, yet only 26 percent of 
people between the ages of 13 and 21 reported 
that their parents actively taught them how 
to manage money; 

Whereas United States consumer debt to-
taled $2,400,000,000,000 in 2006, of which credit 
card debt alone exceeded $825,000,000,000; 

Whereas personal savings as a percentage 
of income dropped to negative 1 percent in 
2006, the lowest since the Great Depression; 

Whereas, although more than 42,000,000 
people in the United States participate in 
qualified cash or deferred arrangements de-
scribed in section 401(k) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 (commonly referred to as 
‘‘401(k) plans’’), a Retirement Confidence 
Survey conducted in 2004 found that only 42 
percent of workers surveyed have calculated 
how much money they will need to save for 
retirement and 37 percent of workers say 
that they are not currently saving for retire-
ment; 

Whereas the average baby boomer has only 
$50,000 in savings apart from equity in their 
homes; 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:12 Apr 17, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16AP7.009 H16APPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

H
O

U
S

E


